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Manipal group’s Ecron Acunova ties up with Tokyo CRO for
clinical trials
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Corporate Bangalore, Nov. 13 The doors just opened wider for Indian and Japanese pharma and medical .sr;:/asrkMp(IJ:;r L:alril;r)ches twin
Markets devices companies to enter each others markets.
Info-Tech insti i
Marketi Clinical research organisation Ecron Acunova of Bangalore, which has tied up with a Japanese peer, CAinstitute lists cos for IFRS
arketing § h ) - ) ) . convergence
Money & says it expects this to trigger a trend and set off 40-50 clinical trials between these regions in the next
y g N
Banking two to three years. Japan is the second biggest pharma market after the US. Tata Steel to swap $875-m
ég:-:lsdsi‘ties Many Japanese and Indian companies are keen on tapping each other’s country, said Mr D. A. debt securities for bonds
Industry & Prasanna, Founder and Vice-Chairman of the Manipal group-promoted Ecron Acunova. BGR Energy gets Rs 45-cr
Economy The new alliance between Acunova and Tokyo CRO, perhaps the first between contract research orders
Logistics organisations (CROs) of the two countries, he said, would enable clinical trials, especially in the tough ey o
Government regulated environment of Japan. “In the next six months, we should definitely start trials both ways.
Sz:i’::’y“ The first year should see up to five trials,” he told Business Line. Essar Steel completes
Columns Drug, biotechnology and medical devices companies have to conduct trials mandated by the g?g;sa'ttfg of Shree
States respective country regulators before getting clearances to sell their products in those countries. The
Web Extras companies outsource the trials to CROs such as Acunova or Tokyo, both in the top-four league in their pyr acquires DLF's DT
Index countries. Cinemas
Archives
Uptil now, Mr Prasanna said, llr'1dian companies had sh_ied away from tough Japan_ese procedures and Aurobindo, Trident Life
Features missed out on good opportunities; now they could not ignore it any longer. In his view, there could be merger
20 Indian generic drug trials in Japan and some 30 in the country by Japanese innovator companies.
Investment The tie-up between the two CROs itself could be a trendsetter for other clinical trials bodies. “Acunova  Manipal group’s Ecron
World would have a head start of a year and we would like to get about 50 per cent of Indian trials Acunova ties up with Tokyo
eWorld (conducted in Japan through Tokyo CRO),” he said. CRO for dlinical trials
Brand Line . .
Mentor Ac_unova _|ndep§ndently had some Japanese pharma customers. The t|eTup yvoulq add 15-20 per cent  Ngico to partner NPC for
Life to its business in the next couple of years. Tokyo CRO was also expanding in China. n-power project
?;?Se%ueﬁ Mr Prasanna said just as pharma and devices companies in the US and Europe wanted to breachthe G oaves plan for new
Manager Japanese market, Japan’s drug makers, too, were looking Westwards. gensets
2" C:tl:)b Dr Toshimi Nishiyama, President, Chairman and CEO of Tokyo CRO, was cited as saying Acunova Everest Ind builds on rural
martbuy would be the vehicle to Europe for Tokyo’s customers. Acunova operates in 14 European countries d d | h
Books - ' . emand, new launches
Gallery after it bought Ecron, based in Frankfurt, in 2007.
A report by Biopharm Knowledge Publishing puts the current global clinical trials market at $20 billion xﬂr;ﬁgg:zzﬁ;zkj r?\/:mt to
Stocks and growing at 12 per cent a year. The domestic market for drug trials and related activities, estimated
at Rs 700 crore, is growing at 25 per cent a year. Mr Prasanna said India and China still offered a
g;‘g?s price advantage of 30-40 per cent over trials conducted in developed markets.
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